Table B-18. Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,
by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Total, all surveyed fields .......ccccocviveiiiiinenn, 292,830 307,040 322,609| 329,679| 332,129| 329,148| 328,453| 326,842
Total, science and engineering fields ............ 265,399| 277,174 290,510 294,030| 293,048 287,253 284,194 280,612
Sciences, total .....oooceeiiiiiee 199,422 206,140 216,084 220,233| 221,482| 219,479| 218,343| 215,018
Physical sciences, total ...........c.ccoceviiinnnn. 29,485 30,117 30,673 30,611 30,043 28,902 27,956 26,892
Astronomy ... 790 810 840 848 953 871 854 768
Chemistry 16,382 16,731 16,999 17,204 17,104 16,762 16,506 16,019

Physics ........
Physical sciences, n.e.c.

12,191 12,442 12,689 12,397 11,766 11,052 10,400 9,923
122 134 145 162 220 217 196 182

Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total . 10,244 10,373 10,986 11,367 11,470 11,275 10,826 10,550
Atmospheric sciences ..... 828 859 959 980 993 959 980 966
Geosciences ...... . 5,799 5,688 5,885 5,970 5,946 5,796 5,579 5,432
Oceanography .......... 1,934 1,991 2,133 2,177 2,333 2,228 2,074 1,971
Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,683 1,835 2,009 2,240 2,198 2,292 2,193 2,181

Mathematical sciences ........cccccccceveeeeeeennne 13,865 14,256 14,679 14,530 14,226 13,410 12,966 12,153
COMPULET SCIENCES  .vvvvveeniieriieeieesieee e 16,689 16,516 17,486 17,374 16,674 16,490 17,173 18,320
Agricultural SCIENCES  .....eovvvvviiiiiiiiieiieis 9,100 9,289 9,452 9,468 9,492 9,620 9,298 9,110

Biological sciences, total 40,945 42,700 44,389 46,481 48,017 48,330 47,744 46,998

Anatomy 911 961 960 977 983 978 1,042 1,033
Biochemistry . 4,825 4,954 5,045 5,174 5,222 5,203 4,971 4,805
Biology .....c...... . 9,149 9,439 9,678 10,028 10,086 9,973 10,043 10,299
Biometry/epidemiology ... 1,231 1,431 1,634 1,990 2,056 2,093 2,162 2,005
Biophysics 605 679 728 755 770 800 807 728
Botany ...... 2,354 2,304 2,301 2,353 2,349 2,149 2,130 2,051
Cell biology 2,485 2,716 2,961 3,189 3,596 3,694 3,670 3,663
Ecology 884 919 997 1,057 1,203 1,304 1,243 1,200
Entomology/parasitology . 997 1,014 1,016 1,039 1,066 1,041 1,027 995
Genetics ... 1,297 1,412 1,526 1,690 1,602 1,619 1,653 1,666
Microbio., im 4,372 4,408 4,460 4,607 4,705 4,673 4,537 4,416
Nutrition 2,829 2,878 2,863 3,045 3,221 3,431 3,482 3,289
Pathology ..... 1,083 1,113 1,165 1,296 1,389 1,382 1,355 1,420
Pharmacology . 2,222 2,304 2,397 2,500 2,672 2,529 2,499 2,446
Physiology ... 2,076 2,163 2,160 2,220 2,221 2,376 2,217 2,103
Zoology ..... 1,677 1,782 1,789 1,747 1,717 1,746 1,628 1,520
Biosciences, 1,948 2,223 2,709 2,814 3,159 3,339 3,278 3,359
PSYchology ....coovveeiiiiiiiicc e 30,618 32,258 34,162 34,782 35,288 35,222 35,468 35,522
Social sciences, total .........ccccceeeeeieiiiiinnnns 48,476 50,631 54,257 55,620 56,272 56,230 56,912 55,473
Agricultural ecoNOmMICS ......ccceevveiiiiiiieanns 1,961 2,011 2,105 1,963 1,936 1,977 1,784 1,718

Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,809 5,079 5,337 5,429 5,837 5,792 6,003 5,797
Economics (except agricultural) 9,293 9,850 10,184 10,107 9,945 9,743 9,548 8,792
Geography . 2,374 2,539 2,801 3,026 3,119 2,962 2,959 2,967
Linguistics ....... . 2,586 2,549 2,477 2,538 2,518 2,486 2,530 2,360
Political science 15,325 16,083 17,667 18,372 17,918 17,630 17,669 17,053
Sociology ..oceveeiiiinns 5,714 5,949 6,469 6,625 6,720 6,692 6,610 6,727
Sociology/anthropology 744 624 651 639 693 663 620 666
Social sciences, other 5,670 5,947 6,566 6,921 7,586 8,285 9,189 9,393

Engineering, total
Aerospace engineering
Agricultural engineering
Biomedical engineering
Chemical engineering
Civil engineering .........
Electrical engineering
Engineering science ......
Industrial/manufacturing eng.
Mechanical engineering .......

65,977 71,034 74,426 73,797 71,566 67,774 65,851 65,594
3,010 3,325 3,306 3,262 3,000 2,693 2,576 2,529
799 823 840 835 879 859 799 748
1,798 1,925 2,167 2,269 2,292 2,315 2,316 2,462
5,443 5,788 5,946 6,041 6,105 5,957 5,909 5,784
10,128 11,328 12,454 12,458 12,641 12,248 11,791 11,259
18,675 19,904 20,996 20,370 19,412 18,187 17,989 18,926
1,252 1,364 1,415 1,397 1,347 1,243 1,057 1,018
4,770 5,598 6,081 5,902 5,910 5,342 5,128 5,071
10,867 11,687 12,383 12,395 11,875 11,128 10,690 10,432
Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,930 4,058 4,274 4,249 4,108 3,880 3,693 3,661
Nuclear engineering . 1,080 1,080 1,084 1,070 997 883 771 708
Engineering, other .........cccccoovviiiinieinnnne 4,225 4,154 3,480 3,549 3,000 3,039 3,132 2,996

Total, health fields
Clinical fields

27,431 29,866 32,099 35,649 39,081 41,895 44,259 46,230
1,557 1,811 2,038 2,217 2,374 2,347 2,395 2,732

Dental sciences 827 875 988 1,005 1,048 1,096 1,116 1,235
Nursing 6,148 6,475 6,422 6,875 7,914 8,561 8,653 9,029
Pharmaceutical sciences ..........cccccceeeeeeeenne. 2,148 2,198 2,074 2,133 2,188 2,152 2,226 2,238
Preventive medicine/community health . 4,510 4,419 4,789 5,334 5,425 5,904 5,782 5,634
Speech pathology/audiology ........... 5,767 6,499 7,144 8,109 8,707 9,064 9,649 9,907
Veterinary sciences ......... . 709 717 754 693 696 733 736 985

Other health fields 5,765 6,872 7,890 9,283 10,729 12,038 13,702 14,470

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering



